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one another to a great extent, bat Mallin&tha very widely differs from them. In fact Hernadri, Charitravardhana and Vallabha represent one rescension and Mallinatha another. Of these four leaders Vallabha and Hemadri seem to be the oldest. 3STow, making the necessary reservation we are of opinion that superiority can unquestionably be detected in the generality of the readings adopted by Hemadri, Vallabha and Charitravardhana, Of these HemMri is in our estimation decidedly superior in judgment to Mallinatha ; CMritravar-dhana and Vallabha standing next to our scholiast ; we therefore place some reliance on the ablest of these four com* mentators in determining the genuineness of the text.
A third proof can also be adduced by determining the chronological superiority of some of our codices. We refer the reader to the description of our B. class in the critical notice. This class is, as already said, of greater antiquity than the other classes and if the readings of this class are incontrovertibly excellent, their more probable genuineness may very easily be corroborated by this priority of age.
Now although we have pointed out a few reasons for preferring a certain rescension for the purposes of authentication, still we have misgivings on this point as we could not gather sufficient data to make an unquestionable judgment. For this very reason we have adopted the text and commentary of Mallin&tha in preference to those of the other commentators. The main grounds for making this preference being that Malli-n&tha?s commentary is always definitely to the point, never verbose, and short and sweet, and accurate ; he was moreover familiar with almost each and evety one of the other commentators and has made use of the necessary information that they give in his own commentary as we shall try to point out hereafter in the Preface ; and lastly what differences we detect as going to prove that his text is inferior to that of the older commentators are only few and therefore do not materially affect the reading of the poem with the help of Ms commentary.